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Claims Allowed 

Claims 1-15 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The claims are 
allowed because the combination of features recited in claims 1 and 14 are not anticipated nor 
rendered obvious by the prior art, and in particular, the features of: 

a plurality of support plates for supporting the pivot shafts disposed on the two end 
portions of the support members; a pair of support posts including support ring portions, the 
support ring portions respectively existing in middle portions between the axial-direction two 
side surfaces of the inside disk and the axial-direction one-side surfaces of the two outside disks; 
wherein the respective one-side end portions of the two support posts are connected and fixed to 
the actuator body in a state that the rotary shaft is inserted through the support ring portions of 
the two support posts, the axial-direction two end portions of the inside disk are rotatably 
supported on the support ring portions of the two support posts, and the support plates are 
supported on the neighboring portions of the respective two end portions of the two support 
posts, was not found in the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Prior Art Discussed 

The examiner has considered the references cited in applicant's Information Disclosure 
Statement filed November 4, 2003. None of the references, either alone or in combination, shows 
all of the features of the claimed invention. 

The references cited by the examiner are deemed to be pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
Elser '255 Al shows a toroidal friction transmission wherein a central disc 10 is supported on a 
shaft 5 and drives a hollow shaft and sun gear 19, but does not show the central disc supported 
by a ring shaped member as part of a support post. Nakano '941 B2 shows another toroidal 
transmission wherein a central disc 1 12 is supported by unlabeled casing members but not 
enough detail is provided to determine whether or not all of the features of the invention are 
shown. Shimizu '461 B2 likewise shows central disc 22 supported by unlabeled casing members, 
but not enough detail is provided to determine whether or not all of the features of the invention 
are shown. Lohr '372 A shows a general arrangement of a toroidal transmission combined with a 
planetary gear set where disc 23 is powered through a planetary carrier 52, but does not show a 
central disc supported by ring members. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dirk Wright whose telephone number is 703-308-2160. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8AM-4 :30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Marmor can be reached on 703-308-0830. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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